Newsletter — June 2026

CFSM Singapore
2 Highland Road, #03-12
Singapore 549102

Website: http://www.cfsm.org.sq
Contact email: cfsmsg@gmail.com

RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PARENTS AND CHILDREN

SEE

In reading the Bible, we become fully aware that our Father in Heaven wants us to practice the virtues of
honesty, generosity, kindness, humility, etc. We try our best to follow these teachings but sometimes we
fail. In one area of life where we sometimes fail is in our relationship with our children. As parents, we
want to give the best for our children but here are two real life cases where we went astray:

1. “SINGAPORE - A woman who lied about her home address to enroll her daughter in a primary
school via priority admission was handed a one-week jail sentence on Nov 13. The 42-year-old
pleaded guilty to one charge of giving false information to public servants and another charge of
giving false information when reporting her change of address on Sept 24.” [Straits Times dated
13 Nov 2025.]

2. “ATLANTA — Prosecutors told jurors on March 2 that a father ... [gave] his troubled son a rifle for
Christmas [and] that the son allegedly used to kill two students and two teachers, and wounded

III

seven others at a Georgia high school.” Following closing arguments on March 2, jurors began
deliberating rare murder charges against the father.... His attorneys said he got the weapon for
Colt [his son] as a Christmas present so the two could bond over deer huntingand target practice.”

[Straits Times dated 4 March 2026.]

The above two cases, you will agree, are not the right ways of bringing up children. The motivation to give
the best for their child is correct. But how they fulfilled their wishes is wrong. My view is that the human
factor here plays an important part in the regulation of a parent-child relationship where the child is
innocent. Parents love their children so much that they do not keep to the limits of such love.

In Deuteronomy 6: 6-7, it states “Keep these words that | am commanding you today in your heart. Recite
them to your children and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away.” What are we
teaching our children?

Proverbs 22: 6 states “Train children in the right way, and when old, they will not stray.”
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The above quotation from the Book of Proverbs clearly shows that how we bring up our children is very
important so that when they are grown up, they will be responsible adults. Parents must have discipline
since they are role models and first educators for their children. By not being good examples, we instill
the wrong values in our children who then can be a danger to others. As parents, we need to be discerning
and cautious, taking into account the tender age of children. Let us pray for God’s guidance and strength
in bringing up our children. In the same Book of Proverbs, just before verse 6 of Chapter 22, verse 4 of 22
states “The reward for humility and the fear of the Lord is riches and honor and life.” Our children are
watching us and learn from us. If we break the law, the chances are they will do the same. Of course, not
in all cases this will happen. However, we as parents have to be careful with our words and deeds.

Causes:
What are the various reasons | shower too much love on my children?
Consequences:

What happens if | am not careful in my actions?

Judge

1. Personal Reflection
Do my children follow my words and actions?
Am | a good role model for my children?

2. Christian Reflection

a. What does Jesus say in the bible about this reality? How does the love of Jesus show us the right
path?

b. What do the Vatican documents say? Does the Church guide us on this reality?

Act

How can | achieve a balance in the relationship with my children so that| do not break the law?
How can show my love to my children so that they can learn from me the gospel values?
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